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SUBJECT: THESSALONIKI CELEBRATES ST. DEMETRIOS 
AND OCHI DAY 

1. WITH THE ATTENDANCE OF PRESIDENT TSATSOS, THESSALONIKI 
LAVISHLY CELEBRATED COMBINED HOLIDAYS OF CITY'S PATRON 
SAINT. DEMETRIOS (OCT 26) AND OCHI DAY (OCT 28). 

PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO ATTEND 
BUT WAS UNABLE TO COME AT LAST MINUTE. 

2. FROM PRESIDENT TSATSOS' ARRIVAL MORNING OF OCT 26 
AT WHITE TOWER FROM GREEK DESTROYER ANCHORED IN 
THESSALONIKI BAY THROUGH HIS DEPARTURE EARLY OCT 29, 
CELEBRATION WAS SALUTE TO ARMED FORCES AND DEMONSTRATION 
OF THEIR STRENGTH. PRESIDENT USED OCCASION OF TOAST 

AT DINNER HOSTED BY COMMANBING GENERAL OF "C" ARMY 
CORPS, GEN. KRITIKOS, TO PRAISE OFFICERS ATTENDING 
DINNER AND TROOPS THEY LEAD FOR THEIR DEVOTION TO 
COUNTRY AND THEIR "IRON DISCIPLINE" AND "STEADFAST 
WILL". "THE GREEK PEOPLE HAVE COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
SERVICES THE ARMED FORCES HAVE OFFERED AND CONTINUED 
TO OFFER TO THE ENTIRE NATION AND TO EVERY GREEK", HE 
SAID. IN HIS ONLY ALLUSION TO TURKEY. TSATSOS SAID THAT 
CHANGES BROUGHT ABOUT BY TECHNICAL NATURE OF MODERN 
WARFARE REQUIRE "QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY" AND THE GREEK 
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DISCIPLINE, LATTER BEING IMPORTANT THEME IN THE TOAST. 

3. OCHI DAY PARADE WAS DOMINATED BY ARMORED, ARTILLERY, 
AND MECHANIZED UNITS. THERE WERE 46 M-48 TANKS, 

1 1 FRENCH TANKS, 46 ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS, EIGHT 
LARGE SELF-PROPELLED HOWITZERS, AND MANY TOWED HOWITZERS. 
HAWK AND HONEST JOHN MISSILES WERE ALSO DISPLAYED. 

THE FLYBY INCLUDED F-4'S, F-104'S, A-7'S AND MIRAGES. 

ALTHOUGH THE PARADE WAS ANNOUNCED BY THESSALONIKI PRESS 
AS "SHOW OF STRENGTH", OBSERVERS FROM PRIOR YEARS 
NOTED THAT AMOUNT OF EQUIPMENT WAS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME 
AS IN THE PAST, ALTHOUGH ORGANIZATION OF PARADE WAS 
BETTER. DEF MIN AVEROFF MADE SAME OBSERVATION IN 
PRAISING "PERFECTION" OF PARADE WHICH HE SAID PROVED 
ABILITY OF ARMED FORCES TO DEFEND HONOR AND INDEPENDENCE 
OF THE COUNTRY. BRENNAN 
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